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Fig. 1A 
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step 4010 



Step 4020 



Step 4030 



Step 4040 



Step 4050 



Step 4060 



Step 4070 



Step 4080 




Each buyer enters a generic specification, the SKU neutral number, or I 
the functional part number and the volume required for each desired 1 
component into system I 



t 

Based on the SKU neutral number, the system identifies all functionally 
equivalent components in a SKU neutral catalog 

i 



„ 4 

The system aggregates all orders with the same SKU neutral number 
and determines if there is a desired volume for an auction 



1 

Upon obtaining the desired volume, 
an auction 


f 

the coordinator then sets up on-line 




r 


Suppliers of the aggregated functionally equivalent components may bid 
those components ! 



t 

Upon selecting the winning supplier(s), an integrated supplier inventories 
the components and delivers them to the buyers at an appropriate time 



The contract price and information from the auction is then populated 
into one or more standard catalogs associated with buyers 

^ 

i 



The buyers uses the information in the standard catalogs to contract 
with one or more suppliers based on the auction terms 




Fig. 4 



